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...you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light —Eph. 5:8

Are You A Blessing To Your World?

Thus far in Matthew 5:1-16, Jesus has taught

us about our spiritual growth through the Beatti-

tudes (blessings — verses 1-12). The progressive nature of these blessings reveals the process of
Christian maturity, from the very beginnings of our journey when we come to Him emptied of
ourselves, to the point where we can “count it all joy” when we face persecution for His sake.

Now Jesus explains our value in God’s Kingdom by using Similitudes (/ikenesses — verses 13-
16). Keep in mind that the first 12 verses of Matthew 5 reveal the re-creation process needed in
a believer’s life, while the Similitudes show the outcome of those changes. Beattitudes are build-
ing blocks and Similitudes proclaim the result of a life rebuilt in Christ. Let Him Shine! — KC

“You are the salt of the earth; but if
the salt has become tasteless, how will it
be made salty again? It is good for
nothing anymore, except to be thrown
out and trampled under foot by men.”

Matthew 5:13 ( NAS)
What is our condition?

Here Jesus refers to born-again believers
with the term, “Salt.” In Jewish culture salt
represented several very important qualities.

which was everlasting and it indicated

Salt penetrates into food as it dissolves and
it permeates until it changes every bit of the
food, not just the place where it first touched.
Likewise, the Holy Spirit permeates us until it
brings about changes in every part of our
lives, our attitudes, and our behavior. A well-
salted Christian is a new creation which has
not only benefited from being changed by the
presence of the Holy Spirit in them, but they
also convey God’s Spirit to the world around
them all the time, automatically. Just as salt

tians surrendered to Christ do not have to

There was a Covenant of Salt (Num. 18:19) I does not have to pretend to be salty, Chris-

faithfulness, dependability and durability.
To this day, some middle-eastern cul-
tures still eat “bread and salt” together
as a covenant of brotherhood.

And salt was required in all the sac-
rifices (Lev. 2:13) because it repre- ;
sented preserving and purifying. It was even
used as a cleansing and purifying for new-
borns (Eze. 16:4).

Salt was also recognized as critical for the
welfare of both man and beast as they en-
dured the harshness of hot climates. And it
was important not only in flavoring food, but
also in preserving it from the natural proc-
esses of decay. When Jesus spoke of salt to
His followers, they realized the importance
He was ascribing to them. In their day, salt
was more important than gold or jewels be-
cause without salt they could not survive.

pretend to be Christ-like. When our lives
= are filled with the blessings of the Beat-
titudes described in verses 1-12, we
are the salt of the earth. /¢ is not some-
thing we strive for, rather it is some-
% thing we have become.
What is our purpose?

Jesus says here that the children of God are
like salt being used by our Heavenly Father to
bring spiritual purity and preservation to a
world that is dying. Just as salt gives food
flavor and protects it from decay and destruc-
tion, His Holy Spirit in us reacts with people
around us to give them a new life and protect
them from eternal destruction. If we are filled
with Him, then He works through us to bring
about the Father’s will. And the more He
permeates our lives, the more He can influ-
ence the lives around us.

But there are also some interesting parallels
concerning how salt and Christians fulfill their
purpose. If you have ever had the lid of a salt
shaker come off when you were using it, you
know how quickly and irrevocably the food
was ruined. Salt must be applied carefully so
as to enhance the value of food and not ruin it.
We typically sprinkle salt with a few grains
being dispersed over the food instead of piling
it up in one concentrated area. (For those of
you who would claim this means we should
not bother gathering together at church, shame
on you! ;-) The insight here is that one grain of
salt, applied by our Lord, can flavor a very
large area—perhaps a whole family, neighbor-
hood, school, or even an entire company. The
more salt there is available, the more area that
can be covered. And there needs to be a suffi-
cient supply of salt to permeate the food com-
pletely—whether for flavoring or for preserva-
tion. An insufficient supply of good salt means
some parts are left unflavored, or worse yet,
some become spoiled and destroyed.

Therefore, when we complain about the
decay of the world, we may actually be com-
menting on the lack of spiritual salt available
to be used by God. Every single Christian is
important in God’s plan because He can use us
to impact a disproportionately large piece of
our world. Our ultimate Kingdom purpose is to
have God’s Spirit work through us to change
the “flavor” of the world around us.

What is our response?

“It is good for nothing anymore, except to
be thrown out and trampled under foot by
men.” Oh what a terrible condemnation this is
for Christians! Salt does not stop being salt,
but, if exposed to dissipating elements, it can
lose the qualities which make it valuable. Like-

wise, Christians who become overwhelmed by,
and fixated upon, the cares of the world end up
like the dissipated salt—incapable of being
used for their most important task.

Israel is privileged to have an abundance of
salt available, both from Dead Sea deposits
and from a small mountain that is almost en-
tirely salt. This mineral has been valuable to
their health and commerce for millennia. But
harvesting the salt requires that the outer sur-
face must be carved away and disposed of
because it is contaminated and unfit for con-
sumption. And when salt loses its flavor, it
cannot be re-flavored even though it is in con-
stant contact with a mountain of salt. Instead, it
becomes part of a process which will contami-
nate and ruin even more salt. Once salt has
been overcome by the elements of the world, it
cannot be restored and is good only as rock salt
—to be put on roads and sidewalks to melt ice.
Even then, it must be used carefully, because
dissipated salt kills growing things and it can
ruin a whole field of healthy crops.

So what was Jesus saying to us in this pas-
sage? At the very least, He is telling us that
Christians can become so immersed and satu-
rated in the cares of the world that they lose
their ability to be effective in Kingdom work.
And this process of dissipation happens easily,
slowly, and constantly as we deal with the
everyday issues of life.

Therefore, our response to Him requires
that we remain fully dependent upon Him,
never attempting to deal with the challenges of
life based upon our abilities, but only on His
strength. Then, as His Holy Spirit fills us, we
will never lose our ability to influence because
He renews us everyday so that through us, He
can flavor our world....let Him shine!

[ “Let your light shine so that others may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven.” Matthew 5:16 ]

Christmas Preparations!

|
|
| LightShine Ministries still has some materials available (Training Manual and

: Training Video) that will help you host a Christ-glorifying Christmas Party that will
|

|

And LightShine also has the “Christmas Digest” published by Campus Crusades
| for Christ. This booklet is full of excellent Christmas stories and makes a wonderful
| gift that will help “flavor” the season. Call 293-0743 for info or to obtain copies.
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remind everyone of the true “reason for the season.” :
|
|
|
|
ol




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


