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Are You A Blessing To Your World?

This month we continue studying the Beatitudes (blessings) that Jesus presented in
Matthew 5:1-16 by focusing on verse 9, the blessing of the peacemakers. Once again
we see that Jesus is describing a work in progress, since being a peacemaker in this
world is a never ending challenge and, as we shall see, it requires God’s involvement.
Peace is a very elusive condition anymore, whether the “battle” is being fought at
home, at church, at work, in our schools, our neighborhoods, our government institu-
tions or on the world stage, peace is something that seems to continually slip through
our fingers no matter how hard we try to grasp it. And peacemakers will often find
themselves being attacked by everyone that is party to the conflict.

Let’s examine what our Lord meant in this scripture and how it applies to us as we
try to be a Lighthouse to our world. Let Him Shine! — KC

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

What is our condition?

In the previous beatitudes we saw the
blessings associated with becoming more
surrendered to God so that more of Jesus
can be lived through our lives. This
scripture continues with that concept—
the more we surrender to Him, the
more of a “peacemaker” that we be-
come. According to scriptures, God is
personally responsible for peace (“I
form the light and create darkness,

I make peace and create calamity;

I, the LORD, do all these things.”

Isaiah 45:7) and He is the one who gives
peace to those who are His (Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Romans 5:1). And these scrip-
tures bring out a critical point.

The most important peace that people
can desire is peace with God Himself.
This is the peace provided by Jesus—an
eternal peace that ends our battle against

God and provides us with peace in the
midst of life’s storms (John 14:27 Peace
I leave with you, My peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do | give to you.).

Without His peace all other attempts to
create peace are doomed to failure. Our
history reflects man’s foolish efforts to
gain peace apart from God. Isaiah 48:22
says it best: “There is no peace for the

wicked,”” says the LORD.” Consider
carefully the hateful unrest, yet the
passionate pursuit of peace we see
today. But peacemakers of the
world are condemned to fail
because they do not know the
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

We must have peace before we can
share it. We must know peace before we
can help others find it. And we must real-
ize that while we can be God’s peace-
makers in the world, we cannot make
peace with the world. As Christians, our
ability as peacemakers is directly related
to the amount of Christ, and His peace,
that dwells in us.

...you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light —Eph. 5:8

What is our blessing?

The blessing given here says “they shall
be called sons of God.” Strong’s Exhaus-
tive Concordance says that the Greek term
used her, huios, can mean children born
to one set of parents, i.e., legitimate chil-
dren. Thus those who are peacemakers,
according to God’s will, will be recog-
nized as the true children of God.

So being a well trained international
negotiator does not qualify us for this
blessing. Instead, our ability to be His
peacemaker, and to receive this blessing,
depends upon our relationship with Him
and how much He shines through us.
What is our response?

Dear Lighthouse friends, are you a
peacemaker? Has God worked through
you to bring His peace to a dark world? If
we wish to be used by Him, we must sur-
render our lives to Him so that He can live
through us. And unfortunately, there is a
lot of evidence that Christians are failing
miserably when it comes to being peace-
makers. One of the greatest condemna-
tions by people outside the church is that
we are hypocrites because Christians in
the church lack peace and fight as much if
not more than those outside of the church.

In John 13:35 Jesus said “Your love for
one another will prove to the world that
you are my disciples.” NLT Lighthouses,
please take note: there is a lot of evidence

that the world does not know that we are
truly Christ’s disciples because they do
not see us loving one another. Our great-
est challenge may be the need for peace-
makers within the local church. It is won-
derful if you can be used to help bring
peace to a stressful situation at work or in
international politics. But if our church is
seen as a place of contention, power strug-
gles, back-biting and mean-spirited gossip
then our neighbors will not see it as a
place that can help them. And no matter
what we say about our love for Jesus, we
will look just like the rest of the world.

So please consider carefully your role as
a peacemaker within your own church. Be
ready to repent of sins, acknowledge chal-
lenges, encourage good, admonish fool-
ishness and reconcile the wayward. As a
peacemaker, Christ in you can reveal
peace and joy and love. As Romans 14:19
says“Therefore, let us pursue the things
which make for peace and the things by
which one may edify another.” If our
neighbors see Christ in us, they will be
attracted to Him and to eternal life. James
3:17 tells us that ““‘the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality and without hy-
pocrisy.” This is the true power behind a
successful peacemaker, and a brilliant
Lighthouse. —Let Him Shine!

Billy Graham Telephone Worker Opportunities

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association will broadcast nationwide Sept. 8-13

| and the Albuquerque Telephone Center needs volunteers. Training for new workers

I will be held on Monday, Sept 8th from 6-9PM at Del Norte Baptist Church (dinner

I will be served at 5PM). Please call the ABQ Center at 832-6385 if you wish to attend
| training, or visit www.LightShine.net and click on BGEA TVTM.

Invite Christ to Your Christmas Party!

Would you like to learn how to have a Christmas party that introduces your guests
to your Savior in a loving, peaceful manner? Contact LightShine at 293-0743 to learn

| about an opportunity to really celebrate Jesus in your neighborhood this year!
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